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Data privacy precautions when using generative AI

Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) has emerged as a powerful tool for creating content, 
generating innovative solutions, and pushing the boundaries of creativity.  However, it is 
crucial to prioritize data privacy and take appropriate precautions to protect sensitive 
information.  In this article, I explore essential measures and best practices for ensuring 
data privacy when utilizing generative AI technologies.

As generative AI continues to advance, protecting data privacy should be at the forefront 
of its implementation.  By adopting these precautions and prioritizing data privacy, we can 
embrace the transformative potential of generative AI while maintaining the trust and 
confidentiality of sensitive information.

3rd party penetration testing

External Penetration Testing is a live simulation of an actual attack on the clients’ devices, 
employees, and applications using the same methodologies real malicious actors would.  
External penetration testing determines the client’s ability to combat a malicious actor 
targeting their external facing digital landscape.  External testing simulates an attack from 
a hacker with no previous knowledge or entry to the company and tests external facing 
devices, applications, rouge devices, social media, employees, and more.

Access Control and Authentication: Implementing stringent access control 
mechanisms is crucial to prevent unauthorized access to data used in Generative AI.  
Multi-factor authentication, role-based access control, and strong password policies 
should be implemented to ensure that only authorized personnel can access data 
output.

Data Anonymization and Aggregation: To further enhance data privacy, consider 
anonymizing or aggregating the data used in generative AI.  Anonymization 
techniques, such as removing personally identifiable attributes or replacing them 
with pseudonyms, can help protect individual identities and intellectual property.

Regular Data Audits and Compliance: Conduct regular data privacy audits to assess 
the security and privacy measures in place when using generative AI.  Ensure 
compliance with relevant data protection regulations.  Stay informed about emerging 
privacy standards and adapt your practices accordingly to maintain data privacy 
compliance.

Add Generative AI Content to the Corporate Acceptable Use Policy: The Acceptable 
Use Policy should outline the guidelines and rules for the appropriate and 
responsible use of Generative AI tools while ensuring the protection of data privacy.  
This should include anonymizing the inputs and performing lawful use.
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Internal Penetration Testing will determine the overall security posture of the client’s 
internal network by simulating an attacker who has already gained basic-level privileges 
to the environment.  This includes but is not limited to testing internal devices, networking 
protocols, user and administrator passwords, software versions, encryption methods, and 
more.  The scope and purpose of internal testing is to determine where an attacker can 
move laterally and vertically if granted access to the client’s internal network.

Who Requires Your Org Get Penetration Tests?

3rd Party Penetration Tests are important for several reasons:
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Cyber Insurance
Compliance regulations
High-security enterprise clients of your business
Private Equity

Identifying Vulnerabilities: Penetration tests help identify vulnerabilities and 
weaknesses in your organization's systems, networks, applications, and infrastructure.  
By conducting such assessments at least annually, you can proactively identify and 
address vulnerabilities before they can be exploited by malicious actors.

Protecting Sensitive Data: Organizations handle large amounts of sensitive data, 
including customer information, financial data, intellectual property, and other 
confidential information.  Regular penetration tests help ensure that this data is 
protected from unauthorized access, data breaches, and data leaks by identifying 
potential vulnerabilities and weaknesses in the systems and applications that store, 
process, and transmit this data.

Meeting Compliance & Cyber Insurance Requirements: Many industries and 
regulatory frameworks require regular penetration tests as part of their compliance 
requirements.  For example, the Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard 
(PCI-DSS) mandates regular penetration tests for organizations that process credit 
card transactions.  Similarly, other regulations, such as the Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act (HIPAA), General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), and 
others, may also require regular testing.  Conducting annual 3rd party penetration 
tests helps ensure that your organization meets these compliance requirements.

Enhancing Security Posture: Penetration tests provide insights into the security 
posture of your organization's systems and applications.  By conducting regular 
testing, you can track the progress of your security initiatives, identify areas that 
require improvement, and make informed decisions about resource allocation and 
risk mitigation strategies.  This helps in continuously enhancing your organization's 
security posture and ensuring that you are taking appropriate measures to protect 
your critical assets.
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Pete’s Insight

The first pillar of the NIST Cybersecurity Framework is 
"Identify".  How does a business uncover dangerous 
vulnerabilities within its systems?  Via recurring Penetration 
Tests.  Conducting penetration tests is an essential part of a 
comprehensive cybersecurity strategy to safeguard your 
organization's critical assets and ensure business continuity.

Security pro-tip of the quarter

Avoiding Investment Scams

Investment Scams have overtaken Ransomware and Business Email Compromise as the 
largest dollar loser in the U.S.  Avoiding investment scams is crucial to protect your 
hard-earned money.  Here are some steps you can take to reduce the risk of falling victim 
to investment scams:

Building Customer Trust: Demonstrating a strong commitment to security by 
conducting regular penetration tests can help build customer trust.  Customers, 
partners, and other stakeholders expect organizations to take appropriate measures 
to protect their data and ensure the confidentiality, integrity, and availability of their 
systems and applications.  Regular testing can serve as evidence of your 
organization's commitment to security, which can help build trust and credibility with 
your customers and partners.

Reducing Business Risks: Vulnerabilities in systems and applications can lead to 
serious consequences, including financial losses, reputational damage, legal liabilities, 
and regulatory fines.  By conducting regular penetration tests, you can proactively 
identify and mitigate vulnerabilities, reducing the risk of security incidents and their 
potential impacts on your business.

Research the Investment Opportunity: Always thoroughly research any investment 
opportunity before committing funds.  Start by verifying the legitimacy of the 
company or individual offering the investment.

Check the Registration: Ensure that the investment and the person or entity offering 
it is registered with the appropriate regulatory authorities in your country.  In the 
United States, for example, this would typically be the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC).

Be Skeptical of High Returns: Be cautious of investments promising unusually high 
or guaranteed returns. High returns often come with high risks, and guaranteed 
returns are often a red flag.
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Conclusion
Investment scams can be sophisticated, and scammers are 
constantly coming up with new tactics.  Staying informed and 
cautious is your best defense against investment fraud.

Avoid Pressure Sales Tactics: Be wary of anyone who uses high-pressure sales tactics 
to push you into making a quick decision.  Scammers often try to create a sense of 
urgency to prevent you from conducting due diligence.

Ask Questions: Ask the seller or promoter questions about the investment, including 
how it generates returns, associated risks, and the track record of the investment.  
Legitimate investment professionals should be able to provide clear and detailed 
answers.

Verify Credentials: Verify the credentials of anyone offering investment advice or 
managing your money.  Check for licenses, certifications, and a history of reputable 
work in the industry.

Be Cautious of Unsolicited Offers: Be cautious of unsolicited offers via phone, email, 
or social media.  Scammers often use these methods to reach potential victims.

Conduct Independent Research: Don't rely solely on information provided by the 
person promoting the investment.  Conduct your independent research using 
reputable sources.

Watch for Red Flags: Be on the lookout for red flags, such as spelling and grammar 
errors in documents, unclear or overly complex investment structures, and 
inconsistent information.

Get Everything in Writing: Always insist on receiving all investment details, terms, 
and conditions in writing.  Review all documents carefully before signing or sending 
money.

Consult with a Financial Advisor: Consider seeking advice from a trusted financial 
advisor or investment professional before making any investment decisions.

Trust Your Instincts: If something feels too good to be true or makes you 
uncomfortable, trust your instincts and walk away.  It's better to miss out on an 
opportunity than to lose your money to a scam.

Report Suspected Scams: If you suspect that you have encountered an investment 
scam, report it to your local regulatory authority and law enforcement agencies.  
Reporting scams can help protect others from falling victim.


